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Module Aims  

 To engage the students in the task of critically examining the current knowledge base 
of the role of play in human development and the implications for cognitive, social and 
emotional development; 

 To engage students in the task of critically examining the role of play in developing, 
supporting, enhancing and repairing relationships in children and young people and 
the current understanding of the role of play in cognitive, social and emotional 
development and the implications for practice in working with children and young 
people; 

 To engage students in the task of critically examining the current understanding of the 
meaning of ‘play’; including discourse on the current arguments around the way it is 
used as a vehicle in education rather than as a freely chosen means of exploration, 
expression, communication and the foremost way to relate to peers; 

 To engage students in developing their own communication skills, in particular the 
skills of providing therapeutic play opportunities and the use of reflective responses 
alongside someone at play. 

 
 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 

KS5 Information management skills 

KS6 Research skills 

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 

KS8 Career management skills 

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 

 management) 

KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 

Discuss and critically evaluate the current context for 
contemporary childhood and adolescent access to and 
engagement in play. 
 

KS1 KS6 

KS7  

  

2 

Discuss and critically evaluate the current knowledge base of 
the role of play in human development and the implications 
for cognitive, social and emotional development. 
 

KS1 KS6 

KS7 KS9 

  

3 KS2 KS3 
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Apply a critical awareness of practical and professional 
considerations when considering the need for a balance 
between rules and direction and autonomy and freedom in 
providing and supporting play opportunities in education 
settings. 
 

KS6 KS7 

  

4 

Demonstrate an ability to apply knowledge and communicate 
ideas by leading in the workplace on the development of 
practices and policies that support children’s engagement 
with play both individually and with peers. 

KS1 KS3 

KS5  

  

Transferable skills and other attributes 

 Anti-discriminatory practice base; 

 Communication skills; 

 Presentation skills; 

 Critical evaluation of approaches and debates; 

 Academic writing skills and study skills; 

 Development of counselling skills and reflexivity. 

 
 

Derogations  

None 

 

Indicative assessment:  

1. An individual presentation that demonstrates knowledge and understanding of how play 
experiences develop social and emotional well-being. Presentation of planning that offers 
opportunities for solitary and social play throughout provision in an educational setting. 

2. A case study demonstrating observational skills and the ability to make links to current 
knowledge and understanding in the field of the theory of play and its role in development 
and well-being. 

3. An essay that demonstrates a breadth of knowledge of how changes in play experiences 
and opportunities may impact on the development of children and young people, with 
particular reference to social and emotional development.  

 

Assessment 

number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment 
Weighting 

(%) 

Duration  

(if exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if  

appropriate) 

1 2 and 4 Presentation 25% 20 minutes 2,000 
2 2 and 3 Case Study 25%  1,500 

3 1, 2, 3, 4 Essay 50%  2,500 
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Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

Teaching & learning will consist of a variety of face to face lectures, whole class and small 
group seminars, demonstrations, workshops, guided study and workplace learning 

 

Syllabus outline: 

 Introduction to the latest knowledge and understanding of theories of play; 

 The literature demonstrating the links between play and learning; 

 How adult interventions impact on the player’s engagement in play; 

 The latest research and argument for and against the role of play as a vehicle for 
learning; 

 Introduction to the development of therapeutic play skills; 
 How therapeutic play skills can be used to support relationships, build understanding 

and contribute to assessment of strengths and difficulties; 

 Creating safe play environments through understanding the concepts of risk, reflective 
listening/responding and the value of symbolism and metaphor;  

 How play affects neural development and emotional states. 
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